This observation challenged the earlier conception of an insidious tubercular onset in one or both apices, which is unfortunately still deeply rooted in the minds of many practitioners. Periodical and serial rc-ray examinations of certain professional groups, especially of hospital staff, offered the opportunity to detect the very onset of the disease in persons who were proved to be healthy in previous a>ray examinations and appeared even so at the time of detection.
Burrell warns us
' that no signs may be found even by an expert in a case of extensive disease, and that he may be faced with a legal action for negligence if he has based his negative diagnosis on the absence of physical signs and has not had an rc-ray taken '. The statement that the onset of t"he disease might take place in the sub-apical region, had already been made by Ewart (Fishberg, 1932) , Fowler (Fishberg, 1932) , Gekler (Fishberg, 1932) and Wessler (Fishberg, 1932) . To Assmann (1923) (Fishberg. 1932 
